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1.  Children who display sexualised behaviour

2.  Children and young people who abuse other children
3.  Pupils who have been arrested for abuse of other children

This guidance is to support schools in making decisions about cases and the processes involved. It comes in three stages:
1. Recognising signs; deciding whether it is normal developmental behaviour or not; if appropriate, consulting other agencies; attempting to contain and/or manage the situation.

2. The abuse has been confirmed. A risk assessment needs to be completed.

3. A child has been arrested for a serious assault; who should be informed; examples of letters to parents, multi-agency meeting.

INTRODUCTION
‘Working Together to Safeguard Children 2010’ has some useful advice:

11.46
Children, particularly but not exclusively those living away from home, are also vulnerable to physical, sexual and emotional bullying and abuse by their peers. Such abuse should always be taken seriously as abuse perpetrated by an adult. Whenever a child may have harmed another, all agencies must be aware of their responsibilities to both children and multi-agency management of both cases must reflect this. Agencies should also be alert to the possibility that a child or young person who has harmed another may well also be a victim. However, the interests of the identified victim must always be the paramount consideration and professionals should also be alert to the fact that there is likely to be a risk to children other than the current victim. A significant proportion of sex offences are committed by teenagers although, on occasion, such offences are committed by younger children. Staff working with children, including carers of children living away from home need clear guidance and training to identify the difference between consenting and abusive, and between appropriate and exploitative peer relationships. Staff should not dismiss some abusive sexual behaviour as ‘normal’ between young people, and should not develop high thresholds before taking action.
11.47
Work with children and young people who abuse others, including those who sexually abuse/offend, should recognise that such children are likely to have considerable needs themselves, and that they may pose a significant risk of harm to other children. Evidence suggests that children who abuse others may have suffered considerable disruption in their lives, been exposed to violence within the family, may have witnessed or been 


subject to physical or sexual abuse, have problems in their educational development and may have committed other offences. Such children and young people are likely to be children in need, and some will, in addition, be suffering, or at risk of suffering, significant harm, and may themselves be in need of protection. Children and young people who abuse others should be held responsible for their abusive behaviour, while being identified and responded to in a way that meets their needs as well as protecting others.

The Ofsted survey Exclusion from school of children from four to seven (May 2009) highlighted the issue of sexually inappropriate behaviour in very young children as one faced by a small number of schools and early years settings. The survey acknowledged that exclusions from school generally and sexually inappropriate behaviours specifically were extremely rare in children from this age group, but where they did occur they highlighted important underlying issues which schools and early years settings need to be equipped to address.

11.52
In assessing a child or young person who abuses another, relevant considerations include:
· the nature and extent of the abusive behaviours. In respect of sexual abuse, there are sometimes perceived to be difficulties in distinguishing between normal childhood sexual development and experimentation, and sexually inappropriate or aggressive behaviour. Expert professional judgement may be required, within the context of knowledge about normal child sexuality;

· the context of the abusive behaviours;

· the child’s development, and family and social circumstances;

· the needs for services, specifically focusing on the child’s harmful behaviours as well as other significant needs; and

· the risks to self and others, including other children in the household, extended family, school, peer group or wider social network. The risk is likely to be present unless the opportunity for further abuse is ended, the young person has acknowledged the abusive behaviour and accepted responsibility and there is agreement by the young abuser and his/her family to work with relevant agencies to address the problem.
STAGE 1
A child’s sexualized behaviour may come to the notice of staff through various means including observation of their behaviour, language, play, drawings; inappropriate knowledge for their age, and/or abuse of children etc. It is often difficult to relate the age, or appearance of the child, with someone who may abuse others. Inappropriate sexual behaviour, especially in very young children should not mean automatic exclusion, but be viewed as a child protection concern.
Signs of sexual abuse may include burn marks, scratches, bite marks, bruises and marks or persistent infections in the genital regions. The child may be withdrawn, anxious, fearful and angry. They may have a sexual awareness inappropriate to their age. They may publically masturbate; teach other children about sexual act; draw, write or play sexual games. The child may refuse to stay or visit certain people and they may withdraw from friends. Older children may become pregnant. Any of these signs may alert you to abuse and you should consider discussing your concerns with social care.
The School should consider the following:
· keeping a log of concerns with dates;
· if concerns are heightened contact Social Care to discuss;
· speak to parents and initiate a CAF;
· if a Looked After Children (LAC) Officer is involved, speak to Helen Priest, Specialist Education Adviser for Children in Care;
· if necessary make a referral to Social Care;
· if another child has been assaulted Police may need to be contacted;
· practical issues such as monitoring visits to toilets and supervising lunch breaks/play times – these may have financial implications;
· manage and support staff – contain information to relevant staff only;
· remember the ‘abuser’ may also be a ‘victim’;
· be prepared to answer questions/queries from other parents.
STAGE 2 – Risk Assessment Stage
When a child has been identified as actually abusing another child, or children, the following Risk Assessment should be completed:

Children who Abuse Other Children
Risk Assessment for Children Identified as Abusing Other Children
(a)
Information to be gathered, in the majority of cases, by the school but could be  by other agencies such as School Admissions, Education Welfare Service, Social Care, and then this Form is completed in partnership with the Behaviour Service. If it is then deemed that further advice and/or other support is required, or there is a medium to high risk, the Behaviour Service will then set up a Panel Meeting*.

(b)
An Education Review Panel* will then review/assess the information.

(c)
The Panel to recommend what resources and support (if any) would be required if the child were to remain, or be included, in mainstream education.
(d)
Based on (a), (b) and (c) a decision is made by the Panel whether the child should be educated in mainstream education, educated in an environment suited to the child’s needs or offered education at home or off site.  

(e)
Short and long terms plans to be agreed and a review date set.

This form is to assess the best possible education setting for the child concerned by weighing up the risks to both the pupil and others, and taking into account the current education setting. It is not to be used as a referral to social care.  Concerns from a disclosure and/or from a child’s behaviour should be directed to social care using current referral procedures.
LOW RISK - Child to stay in main stream education with support/supervision

· Child very young 

· Child attending CAHMS etc. and responding to support

· Child understands the affect of their behaviour – shows concern/remorse

· School able to offer support and supervision from own resources  →  or funding allocated from Behaviour Service/LAC Team
· Child has support from Social Care and lives at home with other children

· Level abuse low, ie verbal, some unwarranted touching.

MEDIUM RISK

· ‘Victims’ likely to be distressed at child’s presence in school

· Child is likely to be subject of intimidation or victimisation

· Other pupils/parents are aware of abuse

· Publicity

· Sibling abuse – children need separating

· Professionals recognise risk to other children and this can be contained with support

· Level of abuse medium – ie kissing, inappropriate touching (over clothes)

· A change of school may be considered for a ‘fresh start’ 
· Inappropriate use of language

Early intervention plus long term plan for ‘perpetrator’ needs to be put in place; if 4 or more of these indicators are evident then a Panel meeting should be arranged and  a forensic assessment convened.
HIGH RISK - Child cannot stay in main stream education - alternative education to be sought

· Professionals have deemed child a risk to other children in spite of full-time support

· Child has bail conditions prohibiting/restricting them from contact with certain ages/groups of children

· Child has been prosecuted – community service/secure unit/young offenders

· Child has severely abused children, ie inappropriate touching under clothes, level of manipulation, grooming behaviour, sexual penetrative behaviour
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	Children who Abuse Other Children

Risk Assessment for Children Identified as Abusing Other Children

	Name of child:
	     

	Date of Birth:
	     

	Address:
	     

	School currently attending (mixed or single sex, secondary or primary)?

	     

	Has the child a history of being abused?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If 'Yes', please describe:

	     

	Is the child known to Social Care? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If 'Yes' - What is their involvement?

	     

	Has an initial assessment been carried out? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Has a core assessment been completed?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is there a Child Protection Plan? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the child a Looked After Child?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Has the child moved to Bromley from another area?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If 'Yes' - Has liaison been made with that Authority to share information/ 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 

attend handover meeting?

	Is the child attending CAMHS?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are there specialized agencies involved, ie Chilston, Bracton Unit, NCPCC,
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 

Kite, Maudsley or CAHMS Tier 3?  If 'Yes', please state below:

	     

	Has funding been secured for this treatment? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Describe where funding is to be obtained:

	     

	Describe the specialized work being done:

	     

	Is this a first ‘offence’?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Please describe the child’s history of abusing other children:

	     

	What are the parents’ views/opinions of the situation?

	     

	Are the parents working co-operatively with professionals? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Has a CAF been done? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are the Police investigating? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	At what stage is the investigation, ie CPS – court?

	     

	Is the child bailed? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	State conditions of bail:  (could prevent child from attending school)

	     

	Is the child living in a household with other children/vulnerable young people?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If 'Yes' - Please describe:

	     

	What do other parents/pupils at the child’s school know?

	     

	Is the child likely to be the subject of a revenge or vendetta assault? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is the child likely to be victimised/bullied by other children?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	How does the child present – language, behaviour?

	     

	Do they have any special educational needs?  If 'Yes', please detail below
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	     

	What is their understanding of the incident/their behaviour?

	     

	Has the child made allegations against members of staff? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If 'Yes', please describe:

	     

	Is this behaviour likely to be repeated?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Are staff at risk at having allegations made?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	How well can the child be supervised?

	Describe arrangements:

	     

	Would the child ever be unsupervised - ie visit to toilets, changing rooms,
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 

journey to and from school?

	Would this put other children at risk?  If 'Yes', please give details below:
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	     

	Siblings' abuse – will separate schools have to be considered? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If not in school how will the child be educated?

	     

	Will funding be required? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	In your view, describe what you consider the risks if the child remains in mainstream education:

	     

	What situations might trigger a risk?

	     

	Is the child a risk to the local community? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	     


For completion by the Panel:

*The Education Review Panel:

Mark Jordan or Sue Byron (Behaviour Support)

Helen Priest (Specialist Education Adviser for Children in Care)

Primary and/or Secondary Head Teacher representative (independent to the case)

Julia Cavalli (Education Psychology Service)

YOT and Police (Sapphire Unit) as and when required.

Head Teacher

Denise Partridge (Lead Officer Education Safeguarding)
Senior Practitioner

(The Chairperson to be agreed in each case)

	Recommendations and actions for Short Term Plan including:
financial implications and responsibilities.

	     


	Recommendations and action for Long Term Plan including:
agreement on funding and support for parents.

	     

	Referred to Complex Core Panel?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Review date:
	     

	Date of Panel Meeting:
	

	Names and Signatures of Panel (overleaf)


	Names and Signatures of Panel

	Name
	Signature

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


	Names of Key Staff Working with Child

	School:
	     

	Social care:
	     

	CAMHS:
	     

	Specialist service(s):
	     

	Police:
	     

	YOT:
	     

	Parent Support:
	     

	Other:
	     


STAGE 3
At this stage a Risk Assessment is not necessary as the arrest has superseded the situation.

When a school is informed that a pupil has been arrested for serious sexual/physical assault they need to inform the following:
· The Behaviour Service;
· Lead Officer for Education Safeguarding;
· (if the child is a Looked After Child) Specialist Education Adviser for Children in Care;
· Press Office;
· Chair of Governors;
· It may be considered that in the best interest of the pupil, and others, that the child will be removed from school, as a holding process, and a letter to the parents will confirm arrangements;
· Exclusion – If alleged assault took place on school premises or during school activity the Head Teacher may issue a fixed period exclusion and reserve the right to convert to a permanent exclusion.
A multi-agency meeting should be arranged quickly to consideration the following:

· bail conditions;
· safety of other children;
· the affect on ‘victims’ if they also attend the school;
· safety of the child, ie repercussions from other children, adult,s etc;
· press interest;
· the education of the child;
· ‘managing’ the situation in school on a need to know basis only.
If it is agreed that it is in the best interests of the child, and for others, for them to be educated away from their school, while police investigation is ongoing, then:

· if the situation is not clear cut the parents need to be informed and a letter should be sent (the Behaviour Service can advise on the wording). Alternatively if the School is to exclude then exclusion procedures need to be implemented;
· the Behaviour Service will arrange appropriate and adequate alternative education;
· review meetings will need to be held, to include the police, to up-date and manage the situation.

If the CPS decide not to prosecute, or the child is found not guilty, then consideration will need to be given to: 

· the probability of the child having carried out the offence;
· the safety of other children;
· the reintegration of the child to the school;
· the appropriateness of the child returning to the school and possible managed move;
· support mechanisms for the child.
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