
[image: image1.png]



Bromley Safeguarding Children Board

Protocol for Safeguarding Children Educated at Home

This protocol is underpinned by the following documents:

Children Act 1989

Safeguarding Children in Education – DfES 2004

Working Together to Safeguard Children – HM government 2006

Framework for the Assessment of Children in Need and their Families DOH 2002

What To Do If You Are Worried A Child Is Being Abused – HM Government 2003

Every Child Matters – DfES 2004

London Borough of Bromley Policy regarding Children Educated at Home – 2005

The role of Bromley Safeguarding Children Board:

Bromley Safeguarding Children Board has the statutory responsibility for ensure that all agencies within Bromley promote the safeguarding of children in all settings. This includes ensuring that agencies that come into contact with children educated at home by their parents are aware of their responsibility to consider whether the children are being adequately safeguarded within those settings and, where appropriate, to notify other agencies of their concerns.

Bromley Safeguarding Children’s Board requires the Children’s Services Department to report on the incidence of child protection investigations in relation to children who are home educated.

Legal Framework for Home Education:

The Education Act 1996 endorses a parent’s legal right to educate their children outside of a school environment.  

The responsibility for overseeing children educated other than in school is shared between services within the Children’s Services Department of the London Borough of Bromley.

Safeguarding Issues:

Most parents who decide to educate their children at home will have good and valid reasons for doing so. Some parents may feel that their child’s needs are not being met within the mainstream curriculum. Others may feel that they can better meet the needs of a child who has special educational needs. Others may see home education as an answer to difficulties their child has experienced at school, such as bullying.

However, in some cases where parents elect to home educate, there may be a history of concerns regarding the care the child is receiving or the parental commitment to education. Being out of school means the child does not have the routine monitoring of their welfare and day to day contact with a range of professionals that is afforded to children at school. This will require all agencies in contact with home educated children to ensure that the child’s welfare is being promoted.

Safeguarding Children in Education  (DfES 2004) states:

“responsibility for children who are educated at home by their parents are not solely education issues. These matters are best dealt with by a multi agency approach and should be addressed in locally agreed procedures in accordance with the principles set out in ‘Working Together’ and the Assessment Framework.”

The ‘Every Child Matters’ 2004 framework sets out the criteria by which all children’s well being should be measured. That is that they should be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and, in due course, experience economic well being. Attendance at school plays an important part, not just in ensuring that a child achieves academically, but it also providing routine health surveillance and opportunities for social interaction that promote greater awareness of safety issues and wider contribution to the community. It is therefore implicit that, as well as ensuring a child receiving home education is meeting the needs of the education curriculum, the local authority should ensure that outcomes for home educated children in all dimensions of the Every Child Matters agenda are promoted. 

To this end Bromley Safeguarding Children Board requires agencies within Bromley to ensure they promote the well being of home educated children in all aspects of their development.

Process within Bromley: (from October 2006)

When a parent elects to home educate the relevant school will pass details of the child to the Education Welfare Service, who will complete aa Common Assessment Framework  checklist within 10 days. If the checklist indicates immediate concerns the EWS will either undertake a CAF or refer the case to Social Care, if the case meets Social Care referral thresholds. If the CAF checklist does not indicate any immediate concerns for the child then the EWS will complete a CAF within 6 weeks. Completing the CAF will allow the EWS team to ensure that those aspects of a child’s life outside of education that would normally be promoted through school are being addressed. If, after the completion of the CAF it is clear that all of the home educated child’s needs are being met then the EWS Team will undertake the continued monitoring of the educational arrangements for the child. The EWS Team  will request that monitoring of the child’s education takes place within the family home and that the child is part of the discussions around their education. This will enable the team to ensure that the Every Child Matters 5 outcomes are being met.

If the initial CAF assessment raises concerns about how some aspects of the child’s care might be met or there is knowledge of past or current concerns in relation to a child whose parents have elected to home educate, then the EWS assessor will convene a CAF meeting (advice/assistance can be accessed from the CAF Team) to plan how best the needs of the child can be addressed in line with section 17 of the Children Act 1989. This puts a duty on Local Authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children within their area who are in need and to provide a range and level of services appropriate to those children’s needs. This may include requesting that Children’s Social Care undertaking an initial assessment, under the ‘Framework for the Assessment of children in Need’.

Where there are previous or current concerns regarding the child but the parents do not co-operate with an assessment under the Common Assessment Framework or an initial assessment by Children’s Social Care then it will be deemed that the parent is not behaving as a reasonable parent and Children’s Social Care will consider whether the threshold for convening a child protection conference has been reached.

Where any agency comes into contact with a child being educated at home and has concerns for their welfare then they should follow the procedure outlined in What To Do If You’re Worried A Child Is Being Abused – HM Government 2003 and refer to an appropriate agency.

Notifications by all agencies.

Notifications of children where parents have elected to home educate should be completed on the attached form and faxed to the Education Welfare Service.

All agencies working with children should be alert to seeking information about whether children are in education. Where an agency is aware a child is out of school, a notification should be sent to the Education Welfare Service. 
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